Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 227684 

21 

ORIGIN LAB-04 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 ARA-06 EA-07 EUR- 12 NEA-10 10-13 ISO-OO 

CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 INR-07 NSAE-00 SIL-01 DODE-OO 

PM-04 H-02 L-03 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 DHA-02 /1 17 R 

DRAFTED BY LABOR:IPO:TLINSENMAYER:JJG/OF 

APPROVED BY IO:DRTOUSSAINT 

LABOR:DHOROWITZ 

IO/LAB : APALMER 

S/IL:TBOWIE 

ARAJO'GRADY 

117367 

R 150247Z SEP 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 227684 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS:ILO, UY 

SUBJECT:ILO AND URUGUAY 

REF: MONTEVIDEO 3092 

1 . EMBASSY MAY DRAW UPON FOLLOWING IN MAKING RESPONSE TO 
MINISTER OF LABOR REQUEST FOR INFO ON US POSITION ON CASE 
CONCERNING TRADE UNION RIGHTS IN URUGUAY DURING NOVEMBER 
ILO GOVERNING BODY. 

2. FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE WILL ISSUE NEW REPORT 

AT NOVEMBER GOVERNING BODY MEETING CATALOGING GOU RESPONSE 
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EFFORTS TO SECURE GOU COMPLIANCE WITH RECOMMENDATIONS 
MENTIONED PARA 4 REFTEL. 

3. US WILL NOT BE ABLE TO DETERMINE FORMAL POSITION ON 
URUGUAY CASE UNTIL NOVEMBER GOVERNING BODY ITSELF, WHEN 
REPORT OF FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE IS MADE AVAILABLE 
FOR EXAMINATION. US HOPES, HOWEVER, THAT URUGUAY CAN BE 
FORTHCOMING IN RESPONSE TO EARLIER RECOMMENDATIONS OF 
GOVERNING BODY COMMITTEE ON FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION, I.E. 

THAT GOU WILL BE ABLE TO POINT TO ACTIONS/DEVELOPMENTS 
WITHIN URUGUAY INITIATED IN RESPONSE TO FOA RECOMMENDATIONS. 

4. AS A RESULT OF NEW COMPLAINTS AGAINST URUGUAY FILED 
DURING JUNE ILO CONFERENCE, GOVERNING BODY WILL BE ASKED 
TO DECIDE WHETHER TO ESTABLISH COMMISSION OF INQUIRY TO 
INVESTIGATE SITUATION. US POSITION WILL DEPEND ON MANY 
FACTORS. INCLUDING EXPLANATION OF GOU INTENTIONS, EVIDENCE 
OF PROGRESS ON ILO RECOMMENDATIONS. AND POSSIBILITY THAT 
IT MAY BE TOO SOON FOR A NEW INVESTIGATION AND THAT GOU 
SHOULD BE GIVEN MORE TIME TO RESPOND TO EARLIER RECOM- 
MENDATIONS. 

5. US ACKNOWLEDGES SELECTIVE CONCERN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
ISSUE IS AT WORK IN CURRENT GENERAL SITUATION, AND IS 
SEEKING REFORM IN ILO. FYI: THIS DOES NOT IMPLY THAT US 
FEELS URUGUAY AND CHILE, FOR EXAMPLE, SHOULD NOT BE 
CRITICIZED FOR VIOLATIONS OF ILO CONVENTIONS, BUT RATHER 
THAT ALL VIOLATIONS SHOULD BE CRITICIZED. INCLUDING THOSE 
IN COMMUNIST COUNTRIES. END FYI. 

6. EMBASSY LABATT IS BEING SENT SEPARATELY CHRONOLOGY 
OF URUGUAY CASE IN ILO PREPARED BY DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. 
ROBINSON 
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